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Introduction 


A quick assessment of the collective wisdom from the vast multitude of undocumented family 
trees on Ancestry.com provides the majority opinion as to the identity of the parents of Samuel 
Rone, Junior of Bedford County, Tennessee and Tishomingo County, Mississippi: they were 
Samuel and Jean/Jane (Cowan) Rowan of Blounty County, Tennessee. 


Perhaps. But is there any significant evidence to either affirm or refute this belief, and is there any 
significant evidence pointing to another likely suspect? That is what this brief paper attempts to 
answer. 


Samuel Rone, b. 1813 in North Carolina 


Let’s start with some basic facts about Samuel Rone of Tishomingo County, Tennessee: 

1. In 1837, Samuel Rone married Susan H. Anderson, presumably in Bedford County, 
Tennessee, 

2. In 1838, Samuel Rone, Junior appears on the tax lists for Bedford County, Tennessee, 

3. Inthe 1840 Census for Bedford County, Tennessee, Samuel Rone’s household includes 
a male and female aged 20-29 and one female under age 5, 

4. Per the 1850 Census for Bedford County, Tennessee, Samuel was born in North Carolina 
in 1813, and his eldest daughter Vienna is a match to the five year old daughter described 
in the 1840 Census, 

5. Per the 1860 Census for Tishomingo County, Mississippi, Samuel was also said to have 
been born in North Carolina in 1813, and 

6. In 1860, Samuel was involved in a land dispute suit filed in Bedford County, Tennessee, 
though at the time he was living at Carolina P.O., Tishomingo County, Mississippi." 





The above Samuel Rone, Junior is called by many of his descendants Rev. Samuel Richard 
Rone. No public record includes the middle name Richard - that is wrongly implied by the name 


1 
https://supreme-court-cases.tennsos. org/search?search=1&search_fields%5B%5D=case_name%2Cca 
use%2Cnotes&county=Beoford&start_year=&end_year=&search_keywords=roane. 
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of his son who does carry that middle name. No public record has been found stating that he was 
a reverend, though that may be true. 


Next, we'll take a look at what is Known about Samuel E. R. Rowan of Blount County, Tennessee, 
whose father was Samuel and mother was Jane. 


Samuel Rowan, b. 1814 in Tennessee 


Samuel Rowan, Senior and Jean/Jane Cowan were married in Blount County, Tennessee on 7 
Aug 1798, and that is where they both died. When Samuel Senior died is unknown. There is no 
1820 Census for Blount County, and the last deed executed there by Samuel Rowan was in 
1819.” In the 1830 Census for Blount County, Jane Rowan was the head of a household of three 
sons (one aged 15-19, two aged 20-29) and two daughters (one aged 10-14 and one aged 
15-19). Based upon the ages of her children, it appears her husband had been dead for at least 
ten years. 


The following is sufficient to identify two of their sons:* 
Samuel E. R. Rowan, and 
David P. Rowan. 


(David P. Rowan died between 18454 and 1849, likely unmarried, since his brother received an 
undivided interest in his property.) 





You can see from the above that in 1849 Samuel E. R. Rowan’s father and brother were 
deceased, his mother Jane was alive and residing on the property in question, and James H. 
Rowan (probably also a brother) had originally owned a 13 acre property belonging to David P. 
Rowan. 


2 Tennessee, Blount County, Deeds, Book 2, page 1. 

3 The original deed from which this information was transcribed can be found in Tennessee, Blount 
County, Deeds, Book V, pages 469-470, FHL Microfilm #7902501, images 266 and 267. 

4 Tennessee, Blount County, Deeds, Book T, pages 113, 360 and 373. 
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So, who was Samuel E. R. Rowan? Samuel E. Rowan had married Katherine Hanley in Blount 
County, Tennessee on 12 Mar 1839. In the 1840 Census, his household includes a son under 
the age of 5 and a male and female aged 20-29, which sounds just like a recently married couple. 
Listed below him were the households of Peter and John Clemens, two of the people mentioned 
in the above deed. Listed two rows above him was his brother David, and another seven rows 
above David was James H Rowan. Samuel is clearly the correct son of Samuel and Jean/Jane 
in this record. 


The 1850 Census for Blount County, Tennessee tells us that Samuel Rowan was born 1814 in 
Tennessee, and thus he was likely the younger son in his mother’s 1830 Census record. 
Included in his household was his wife Katherine and six children, ranging in ages from 3 to 11. 
The 11 year old was Columbus C. Rowan, who was the male under age 5 found in the 1840 
Census. 


Analysis 


These were very clearly and unmistakably two different men, with different surnames, from 
different families. There simply is no other conclusion. 


So, who was the father of Samuel Rone of Bedford County, Tennessee and Tishomingo (now 
Prentiss) County, Mississippi? The biggest clue is the 1838 tax record for Samuel Rone, Junior. 
That record suggests two possibilities: 
1. His father was also named Samuel Rone, or 
2. There was an older, not directly related, Samuel Rone living in Bedford County at that 
time. 


There had been a Samuel Rone of an appropriate age to have been his father listed in the 1830 
Census for Bedford, and there is clear evidence that he had come from Mecklenburg and Wake 
Counties in North Carolina before arriving in Tennessee. In the 1840 Census, he was living next 
to a daughter in neighboring Lincoln County, Tennessee. His son Mathew had moved from 
Bedford County to Ray County, Missouri in 1835, and in 1837 his son Mobley had migrated to 
Houston County, Texas. This elder Samuel's children all seemed to be coming of age around 
this time, just like Samuel Rone, Junior. His wife was Middy Lowrey. 


Unfortunately, there is no direct proof of Samuel Rone, Junior being the son of Samuel and Middy 
(Lowrey) Rone. But the circumstantial evidence is fully documented in my book, Searching for 
the Parents and Siblings of Mobley H. Rhone and Mathew L. Rone (2019). That circumstantial 
evidence is backed by the results of a large pool of autosomal DNA results from descendants of 
Samuel Rone, Junior, Mathew Rone, Mobley Rhone and Rebecca Rone, of which a condensed 
version is presented in the book. Those results suggest that these individuals share a common 
ancestor and that they are all of the same generation. They almost certainly were siblings. 
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